
 

 

                                                                                                                          

 

What is a Cinepoem? 
 

The definition of a cinepoem is a bit of a debate. Here at Highland Park Poetry we want to approach it 

with a broad interpretation.  Cinepoems, at their beginning, were known to be silent movie clips, thereby 

making the picture the most important feature. We understand a picture can be poetry. Who wouldn’t 

call Ansel Adams one of the great poets? 

 

But today’s cinepoems usually incorporate the reading of a poem (for example, Ladonna Witmer’s 

YouTube videos).  Because part of our mission is to encourage poetry writing, we have made it a rule 

that at least one word, either text or audible, must be included in each presentation. And even though 

there are many great poets out there that we encourage reading, we want these works to be original. 

This is an opportunity to showcase your poetic creativity. 

 

Look for examples of cinepoems on YouTube. You can even find Man Ray’s direction of the L'Étoile de 

Mer  by Robert Desnos if you search for it. This work is considered a cinepoem and was made in 1928. 

You can also find examples from last year’s showcase @ HighlandParkPoetry.org. 

 

We chose not to make this a formal contest as we welcome all experience levels to give this a try. For 

the final showcase we will present up to one hour of video chosen from submissions. We are looking for 

artistic, experimental and challenging video, a poetic eye so-to-speak. As you will be making your 

submission through a private link on YouTube, if your piece is not chosen to be in the final showcase, you 

can still make the link available to everyone through a list we will provide on showcase night, if you so 

choose. 

 

The rules and entry specs follow… 
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1. Eligibility:  Anyone from Highland Park and the Chicagoland area may submit.  

2. How to Enter: Email or mail the submission form to Highland Park Poetry @ 

HPPCP2014@gmail.com  You must submit your video via private link to your YouTube 

video in an email to that same address. All submissions must be received by midnight 

on May 31, 2014. Only one submission per entrant is allowed. Early submissions are 

appreciated. Showcase will be during the month of June 2014.  Details TBA. 

3. Submission requirements:  

a. Must include at least one word, text or audio. 

b. Must have a max. runtime of 4 minutes. 

c. Must be appropriate for all viewers. Highland Park Poetry retains sole discretion 

as to what constitutes inappropriate content.  (Tasteful art please.) 

d. Must be submitted as a YouTube link marked private and should 

e.  include Highland Park Poetry in the tags list. If chosen for final showcase, must 

be brought in or mailed on a flashdrive (won’t be returned unless present at 

showcase) Flashdrive is just back up in case internet is out, slow etc. the night of 

the showcase.  

f. Submitters are responsible for obtaining and being able to provide written 

permission for copyrighted material and/or signed releases for persons 

appearing in a submitted video. Highland Park Poetry is not liable for any 

copyright infringement on the part of the submitter. 

g. Foreign languages are allowed with a written translation into English to be 

included with the submission form.  Video submission does NOT have to be 

subtitled in English.  If a foreign language submission is chosen for the showcase 

a copy of the English translation may be included in the program for the event. 

h. All submissions should include credits and they should be included within the 4 

minute runtime. 

i. Submission of any video to Highland Park Poetry’s Cinepoem Showcase 

acknowledges the right of Highland Park Poetry to use it for exhibition and 

publication in any medium including embedding or linking videos that are in 

the final showcase to HighlandParkPoetry.org  

 

Mailing Address: 

Highland Park Poetry 

c/o Jennifer Dotson 

376 Park Avenue 

Highland Park, IL  60035 
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Highland Park Poetry’s LIGHTS, CAMERA, POETRY! 

Cinepoem Submission Form 2014 
 

Film Title:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Running Time:  _____________ 

Director:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Poem Title: __________________________________________________________ 

(If different than film title) 

Poet:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Artist Contact Information: 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:  _____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:  _____________________________________________________ 

Telephone:    ________________________________________ 

Email:   ________________________________________ 

Website: ________________________________________ 

 

I give Highland Park Poetry the right to use my submission for exhibition and 

publication in any medium including embedding or linking videos that are in the 

final showcase to HighlandParkPoetry.org  

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature    Printed Name    Date 

 

 

Release-This Portion of the Form Must Be Completed by all Persons 

Appearing in the Video Submission 

 

By signing below, I hereby relinquish all rights, interest and claims which I 

may have with respect to the use by Highland Park Poetry, its agents, and 

other representatives of my name, image, likeness and video tape in 

connection with this video submission in the Highland Park Poetry 

Showcase. 
 

(continued pg. 2) 



I also expressly release Highland Park Poetry, and its affiliates from any and 

all claims arising out of the use of this video. I acknowledge that I will 

receive no money for giving this consent and release. Highland Park 

Poetry has no obligation to use my name, likeness, voice and statement. I 

am an adult (18 years or older) or am having my parent or legal guardian 

release as described as above. I have read and do understand this 
agreement. 
 

Signed: 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Printed Name & Signature (Parent/Guardian Signature if applicable)      Date 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Printed Name & Signature (Parent/Guardian Signature if applicable)      Date 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Printed Name & Signature (Parent/Guardian Signature if applicable)      Date 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Printed Name & Signature (Parent/Guardian Signature if applicable)      Date 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Printed Name & Signature (Parent/Guardian Signature if applicable)      Date 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Printed Name & Signature (Parent/Guardian Signature if applicable)      Date 

 

 


